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men fallen in with was in the slightest degree under the influ-
ence of drink.

At about 8 o'clock in the evening an American captain of a
merchant vessel in port came on board the Baltimore, accom-
panied by a young Chilean, to report that the liberty men of
the ship had been attacked about 6 o 'clock at a number of points
about the city by vast crowds of longshoremen, boatmen and
others; that one of the men had been brutally murdered and
many others were viciously stabbed in their backs; that the
police had not attempted to interfere, and in some instances had
joined in the assault; that a large number had been arrested
and dragged to the police stations without any regard to whether
they were wounded or not; that he saw men nippered with cat-
gut, dragged along by the police, and beaten with swords if
they failed to keep pace with them.

In fine, the captain characterized the assault as the most
shameful, brutal and inhuman he had ever witnessed upon sober,
unarmed and peaceful men. The captain's sense of fair play
revolted against this treachery and he labored under great ex-
citement and indignation as he related the details of this unpro-
voked attack upon the Baltimore's men. He was inclined to
think the commander ought to proceed to the extreme of open-
ing the cruiser's guns upon the city; but when it was pointed
out that such action would involve the lives of thousands of
innocent women and children who were in no way responsible,
he confessed it would be as inhuman as the scenes he had just
witnessed. When it was made clear to him that the responsi-
bility for this great outrage must be fixed first beyond any
doubt and without mistake, he agreed it would be quite time
to act afterwards.

It was not long after the captain had left the cruiser when
a message was received from an officer on shore that quiet had
been restored, but that in the melee Chas. W. Riggin had been
killed and a number of the men had been dangerously stabbed.

Believing in the old French proverb that "sleep brings coun-
sel/' a night of sleep resulted in ordering a court of inquiry
to elicit all the facts from the men themselves who had been
victims, as well as from parties on shore who had been eye-
witnesses of this unfortunate tragedy. This court, composedtive officer went on board again, not one of thethere. A fulloceeded to the islanden in daily anticipation of being. Hererom their fishing grounds nor tempted
